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Sam Lewitt - From A to Z and Back

Sam Lewitt was born in 1981 in Los Angeles and is living in New York.
The  work  presented  on  the  ground  floor  of  gallery  Franco  Soffiantino,  began  in  January  2009.  Lewitt 
stamped and handed out to colleagues and friends 50 specimens of a coin specially designed and minted for 
the occasion. Engraved on the two sides of this coin are an "A" and "Z," respectively in the position of “heads 
and tails.” The legend imprinted on this coin reads "Magnus Acervus Erit" (from the Latin: "there will be a 
great heap").
From A to Z and Back highlights parallels between economic and linguistic formations by focusing on the 
communicative  value  of  both.  This  work  involves  a  series  of  elements  that  attempt  to  concentrate  the 
excesses that material exchange involves, despite its brutal efficacy.
The posters, which comprise part of this work, translate and transcribe a series of phrases in the dominant 
languages of various geographical locales that Lewitt  has been asked to exhibit throughout the year. As 
these phrases shift between languages, they take on nuances of meaning that begin to short-circuit their 
communicative  value.  The  coins  around  which  From  A  to  Z  and  Back  circulate,  according  to  the 
manufacturer's catalogue of patinas, are stamped in “antique silver” (actually cheap zinc alloy.) Their value, 
is not intrinsic to the object itself, despite its physical reality, but is rather determined through pervasively 
shared ideas of exchange in a context of increasingly linguistic labour.
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